APPLICATION FOR 
Paraprofessional Tuition Assistance Scholarship Program
South Dakota Department of Education / Office of Indian Education

PERSONAL INFORMATION
Date:   ______________________
Last name: _________________________________   First name: ______________________________
Permanent address: ________________________________________________
		        ________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________
Email: _________________________

GOAL
_____  Elementary education degree
_____  Secondary education degree
Content area (if applicable): _________________________________________________________

PREVIOUS EDUCATION
Indicate below the colleges or universities you have attended and dates. Applicants must request an official transcript from each institution be sent separately to: Mato Standing High, South Dakota Department of Education, Office of Indian Education, 800 Governors Drive, Pierre, SD 57501. Official transcripts do not need to be received by May 30 (the application due date) but must be received before any scholarship will be awarded.  

Institution: ______________________________	Dates of attendance: ___________________
Institution: ______________________________	Dates of attendance: ___________________
Institution: ______________________________	Dates of attendance: ___________________

Indicate the number of completed college credits you currently have (if applicable): _______________


ELIGIBILITY
Please provide the name of the school and district in which you are currently employed: 
______________________________________________________________________

EMPLOYMENT
Please provide your current assignment within the school and district noted above: 
___________________________________________________________________

Describe in a few sentences your duties in the current assignment: 




EMPLOYMENT PRIOR TO CURRENT ASSIGNMENT (beginning with most recent)
Job title: ________________  Dates: _________ Employer name/location: _______________________
Job title: ________________  Dates: _________	Employer name/location: _______________________
Job title: ________________  Dates: _________ Employer name/location: _______________________			

REFERENCES
Current principal’s name: _______________________________________________________________
School name and address: ______________________________________________________________
Principal’s email: ____________________________Principal’s phone: ___________________________		
Please include a letter from your current principal recommending you for this program with your completed application. 

List two additional references who are knowledgeable about your work with students in the classroom.
Reference: _________________Email address: _____________________ Phone: _________________
Reference: _________________Email address: _____________________ Phone: _________________


ESSAY
Please respond to the following questions in a separate, typed personal essay and include it with your completed application.  Total essay should be no more than 1,000 words.  
1) Why do you want to be a teacher?
2) What events or circumstances have occurred in your life that have led you to consider being a teacher?
3) Describe the professional experiences you have had thus far in your career, including relevant training. 
4) What is effective teaching?
5) What are your plans upon achieving a teaching degree? 

CRIMINAL HISTORY
Have you ever been convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude , a crime of violence, a sex offense, or trafficking in narcotics?  
Circle one:  	YES		NO

AUTHORIZATION
I hereby authorize the Department of Education to review and inspect any and all records maintained by the State of South Dakota, Tribal entities and/or the Federal Government for the purposes of verifying the answers submitted above. 
I further agree to provide any additional documentation or records requested by the Department of Education that pertains to information submitted as part of this application. 
I specifically waive any privacy right or personal right to prior notice that may attach to the records. 
I declare and affirm that this application has been examined by me and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, is in all things true, accurate, complete, and correct. 

Printed name: _________________________________________
Signature: ____________________________________________



SUBMISSION
Submit this application, along with your principal’s letter of recommendation and your personal essay, postmarked by May 30, 2016, to the address below. Be sure to have your official transcripts (see page 1) sent to this address as well.  
Mato Standing High
Office of Indian Education 
South Dakota Department of Education
800 Governors Drive
Pierre, SD 57501

Applicants will be notified of the results of the selection process by June 30.*
Questions may be addressed to: 
Mato Standing High
(605) 280-7964
mato.standinghigh@state.sd.us 












*Receipt of the paraprofessional tuition assistance scholarship does not automatically qualify the individual for a teaching certificate. All required coursework must be completed, and all requirements related to the state certification, or licensure, process (e.g., passing of the appropriate Praxis exams, and fulfillment of character and fitness requirements) must be met before a teaching certificate is issued. Please note that any criminal conviction or guilty plea, for misdemeanors and/or felonies, may disqualify an applicant from receiving South Dakota teacher certification.  Failure to disclose any criminal arrest, charge, conviction, or guilty plea on the South Dakota Teacher Certification Application may also disqualify an applicant from receiving South Dakota teacher certification.
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